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As the 2020/2021 season got underway in September and we were back home on the new pitch, I have to 
admit I wasn’t quite sure what to expect. The pandemic had meant that our plans of going into the schools 
during the summer term to push for new junior recruitment hadn’t been able to happen. We had planned 
for increased numbers but how we were going to achieve that I wasn’t sure. 
 
I need not have worried. 
 
The pitch’s visibility and the efficiency of “word of mouth” communication meant that by October we had to 
double the length of our training time and we had trebled the numbers of junior players at Towcester 
training. Sammy had moved her 3rds, 4ths and 5th team training to a Wednesday evening to accommodate 
us and I thank her and her players for doing that without any fuss or commotion. 
 
As the season progressed our numbers rose rapidly and, by November, we had a “waiting list” for people 
wanting to join. This was in a season where we had training only. We all enjoy training, but usually because it 
has a purpose of preparing us for matches and tournaments at a weekend. In a season where we had no 
junior competitive opportunities, I am amazed at the enthusiasm maintained by the youngsters and the 
continued growth in numbers of the club.  
 
Following the return to hockey in March we axed the waiting list and we encouraged as many players to 
training as possible. This is the point where I have to thank my team of volunteer coaches. Without their 
commitment, enthusiasm and good humour none of this would have been possible. My heartfelt thanks go 
to Emma Jones, Bay, Ronan (Sarah Greasley), Jo, Ella Smith, Emma, Christie, Amelia, Katherine and Sammy 
who are there week on week and also to Issy, Rachel O’Neil and Nikki Evans who have stood in when asked 
to and usually at last minute. I must also take this opportunity to thank Tristan who turned up week on week 
initially to register everyone as they arrived and guided me through the COVID protocols and registration 
systems. These little acts of selflessness all meant I could concentrate on what our training sessions should 
look like and how we can give each and every child the best experience possible. To you all, I owe you a pint 
at the end of season dinner. 
 
I am delighted to say that I have loved junior training this year and I am really excited to see how we can 
develop this group of players into becoming the future of our club over the next decade. I realise that this 
will take more of my time, so I intend to cut back on my other coaching commitments and focus my 
attention on our Towcester Juniors. Next season will see a return to tournaments on a Sunday but on 
weekends where we are free, I am hoping to take individual age groups at a time and give them some more 
1 on 1 specialised training. We are also hoping to run some GK Sundays with the guidance and expertise 
from our very own Sue Willers and finally we are excited to be running our own Futures Hockey Camp in 
August. More info on that to follow! 
 
I couldn’t close this report without thanking the committee which is chaired so expertly by Issy for all their 
support over the season. In addition, it must be said that the reason our Club is in such great shape is due to 
the enormous amount of work that Issy does behind the scenes. It’s been a very busy year, despite 
everything, and Issy has always been there at the heart of everything ensuring that we, as a section, are the 
best section we could possibly be. That’s not an easy task and she does it calmly, professionally and with a 
smile on her face.   
 
So, the past has been great, the present has been mind blowing and the future is in good hands. 
 
Thanks everyone.   


